reply to Hallway's attack.
inconvenience from it; which is a proof that the fault of his constitution was rather a too great tension of fibres, than the contrary. Mr. Hamvay wrote an angry answer to Johnson's review of his Essay on Tea, and Johnson, after a full and deliberate pause, made a reply to it; the only instance, I believe, in the whole course of his life, when he condescended to oppo.se any thing that was written against him'. I suppose when he thought of any of his little antagonists, he was ever justly aware of the high sentiment of Ajax in Ovid ;
' Iste titlit pretium jam mine certaminis hitjus, Qui, cum victus erit, mecum certasse feretur'*?
But, indeed, the good Mr. Hanway laid himself so open to ridicule, that Johnson's animadversions upon his attack were chiefly to make sport3.
The generosity with which he pleads the cause of Admiral Byng is highly to the honour of his heart and spirit. Though Voltaire affects to be witty upon the fate of that unfortunate officer, observing that he was shot 'four encourager Ics autres*,'
years diluted his meals with only the infusion of this fascinating plant; whose kettle has scarcely time to cool; who with tea amuses the evening, with tea- solaces the midnight, and with tea welcomes the morning.' Johnson's Works, vi. 21. That ' he never felt the least inconvenience from it' may well be doubted. His nights were almost always had. In 1774116 recorded :— ' I could not drink this day either coffee or tea after dinner. I know not when I missed before.' The next day he recorded :—'Last night my sleep was remarkably quiet. I know not whether by fatigue in walking, or by forbearance of tea.' Diary of a Journey into North Wales, Aug. 4.
1   Sec -/>os/?, May, 1768.
2  'Losing,   he  wins,  because  his
name will be Ennobled by defeat who durst
contend with me.' DRYDEN, Ovid, Mela., xiii. 19,
3  In    Han way's    Essay   Johnson found   much   to    praise.     Hanway often went to the root when he dealt with the evils of life.   Thus he writes : —'The  introducing  new  habits  of life is the most substantial charity.' But he thus mingles sense and nonsense :—' Though tea and gin have spread their baneful  influence  over this island and his Majesty's other dominions,  yet   you   may  be   well assured  that  the  Governors of the Foundling Hospital will exert their utmost skill and vigilance to prevent the children under their  care from being poisoned, or enervated, by one or the other.'   Johnson's Works, vi. 26, 28.
4  ' Et pourquoi  tuer cet amiral ? C'est, lui clit-on, parce qu'il n'a pas fait tuer assez de monde ; il a livre un combat a un amiral frangais, et on a trouve qiril n'etait pas assez prcs de lui.     Mais,   dit   Canclide,    1'amiral frangais ctait aussi loin de 1'amiral anglais que celui-ci 1'etait de 1'autre.
the" Sir,   I should have released the lady from any further trouble,  if it  had not been   for  your   remark;   but   you have   reminded   me   that   I   want one of the clo/cn, and I must request Mrs. Cumberland to round up illy number."'
